Molly McGuire

From: Andy Harris <Andrewt@outlook.com>
Sent: Tuesday, July 28, 2026 1:58 PM

To: Planning Commission

Subject: JCC zoning

We are writing to strongly urge the planning commission to grant the zoning variance requested by the
Stroum Jewish Community Center to make critically needed improvements to existing structures and for
a much-needed expansion. JCC programing is a magnet for a significant number of Mercer Island
residents of all denominations, as everyone is welcome at the JCC.

The JCC Preschool, After School Day Care and Summer Day-Camp programs are of the best in the region
and are almost always full. So many Mercer Island parents rely on the JCC as a safe, nurturing
environment for their children to be cared for, taught and encouraged, while they are at work, taking care
of elderly parents or engaged in other activities.

The combination of the JCC gymnasium, workout rooms, sports courts, pool and locker rooms are, by
far, the best combined facilities on the Island, and available to all Islanders. The senior fitness and
social programming is also unmatched on the Island. The auditorium hosts performing arts
programming as well as the Seattle Jewish Film Festival. However, this, and so much more, is all being
accomplished in an old facility that is badly in need of upgrading or, in some cases, replacing with newer,
larger and more energy-efficient facilities.

With its growing popularity, the JCC needs upgrading and expanding to meet the needs our

community. Without it, The JCC may have no choice but to find a city that appreciates and welcomes the
services that the JCC uniquely offers to a surrounding community. We have not doubt that the presence
of the JCC on Mercer Island is a strong reason people choose to live here. Please don’t force them to
search elsewhere for a supportive local government. Please don’t allow a few vocal objectors to drive
one of Mercer Island’s most cherished and utilized resources to relocate elsewhere.

Sincerely,

Carol and Andy Harris
50 year Ml residents



